Pre-Professional Days

Interview tips.


The first pre-professional days lecture I went to was ran by an extremely knowledgeable teacher, super intendent of the East Dubuque schools.  He gave me a lot of knowledge about licenses, how to dress and act for interviews, to show my knowledge of different learning styles, and what demands are currently out there for teachers.  Certification, I discovered, is much easier to do before you leave the university, that the university can bend many of the rules for its students.  He also said what made me sure that I wanted to be a teacher, that my thoughts to have: it’s not about money, to love kids more than eating, and that you must be able to survive on self satisfaction and a smile from a child.

Classroom Management.


Two middle school teachers with a combined experience more than the age of my parents had much material to cover and showed me that there is much more to think about regarding smaller details than I had ever thought.  Desk arrangement, storage areas, where to put the teachers desk, hall passes, permission slips, the list goes on and on.  Stating past experiences that they had were extremely helpful in connecting what worked better for them.  Horror stories did appear, and it seemed that the teachers that loved their job really did stand out amongst the “burned out” teachers.  I also learned from them after the lecture that it might be a better idea to not teach in the same school that my children go to, neither of them taught in the same school of their children, but both had stories of parent teacher conferences happening at the grocery store, Laundromat, and other awkward places, along with knowing who your child really is hanging out with.

Intelligent behaviors in the classroom.


Troy Wittmann is a very strong devoted teacher, this instantly showed when he began to speak and tell tales of teaching.  The examples he used were exactly what I wanted to hear from the lecturers that came to pre-professional days.  Be open minded, initiate change, don’t be afraid of borders, so much material was given in such a short amount of time.  What I learned was that intelligent behaviors were more towards what you think is best for the children.  There were always going to be standards set by other teachers, administrators, and the parents of the children, but your main concern should be giving children the best education possible.

