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10:00-10:43  After arriving in class and receiving some instructions from Professor Miller on how to take notes our UW-Platteville Spring Zoology Laboratory class left Boebel Hall in an overcast day in the upper 40’s to lower 50’s.  Our observations of the environment begin as soon as we left the building as we observed the concrete sidewalk below us.  If we were alien to this environment, there were certain conclusions that we could come to.  A couple of the conclusions were how in the conglomerate in the sidewalk contained rounded stones in it which means there is running water nearby, and how the trees, bushes, and other plans were non indigenous to the environment which means they were moved in.

As we traveled further off campus we walked alongside the graveyard, which showed us some of the geological rocks underlining the area.  The wall surrounding the graveyard was built partially with Dolomitic Limestone that can show some sign of age around the graveyard.  Limestone and Sandstone are more easily weathered, so the headstones of the graves are less easily read as the stones are exposed to the environment for more and more time.  There were also Marble headstones that were imported; this shows that more than just horticulture is imported to the area and that large, heavy objects can be moved long distances.

Passing the graveyard, the focus of the field trip went back to studying the plant and animal life in the surrounding 
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ecosystem.  On the grass in the surrounding area there was a weed named Plantain growing all in the surrounding area, it seemed to thrive in the environment despite the obvious fact that it was unwanted.  The edge effect didn’t seem to affect the trees in the area.  Trees such as White Spruce, Oak, Sycamore, and Blue Spruce grew within and outside the edge of the forest.  These trees were also home to many of the animal species in the forest, namely Grey and Fox Squirrels, many species of birds such as the cardinal and robin, and numerous insects such as bees and ants.  

Paper Birch trees were rather interesting, mainly due to their past history in not only this area, but the surrounding areas.  Native Americans and settlers used the bark of the tree for everything from canoes to housing alike, and another obvious use was as paper to write on as well.

The field trip progressed along the line between the tree line and the forest to a cross section of a tree that had been cut down in the mid to late 90’s.  On the cross section, there were events burned into the wood pointing to the ring the event happened in.  The tree had lived through thirteen different presidents when I have barely lived through five.  This is a humbling thought and makes me respect the trees a little more.

Past the cross section we dropped into a gully with a creek running through it.  Due to too much erosion in the creek, a bed of stones was added to the streambed with Flint being one of 
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the stones added.  This was so runoff was contained more, and Flint was used due to it being a  Monadnock type of rock more resistant to erosion, this made it more easily collected also.  Dolomitic Limestone underlined by Flint would have the Limestone eroded away and as further erosion occurred around the Flint, it would remain as the top of a mound.

The creek was a tributary to the Rountree Branch, which is a trout stream running along the campus.  As we approached the stream the plant life changed.  We passed the grass line into an area with much more prairie grasses and there was even a habitat across the stream that has been regrown as a prairie preserve.  The land there has holes blown in it to collect water in order to make a habitat for amphibians, and we stumbled upon a young Garter Snake who flourish in this type of environment.  

Another type of species that flourished in the environment was the Burdock, which is a type of Phoresey.  They use passive transport to move their seed around the surrounding environment, sticking bunches of seeds to passing animals.  Their seeds were also bitter tasting, which tells the animals that they are not to be eaten, an effective way of transporting the seeds a long distance.

The Rountree Branch was the highlight and focus of the fieldtrip.  I was unaware that it was a trout stream and that the banks could rise feet above the current banks of the stream.  
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The water was 52 degrees, which is warmer than usual for this time of year.  One would hope for a lower temperature for the water due to oxidization of the water happening at a greater rate when the water is colder.  There were digger logs in the water to prevent the stream from meandering too much and eating away at the bank dragging more silt into the water.  I also learned that the trout that inhabit that stream use a type of camouflage and sunscreen called counter-shading.  This means that the backs of the trout, which are far more exposed to sunlight, are much darker than the bottom of the trout allowing them to blend in with the rocks below better and provide more protection from damaging ultra violet rays.

The field trip was running out of time as we started to work our way back towards campus, and noticed the song of the cardinal.  There were at least a half dozen cardinals, all perched on the top branch of the trees, surrounding us singing back and forth to each other.  This concluded the field trip as all the students parted ways going back towards the college at 10:43.

