January 13, 2005

In the fall of 1998, fresh out of high school in Madison, WI, I attended my first semester of college here at the University of Wisconsin – Platteville, and struggled to fit into a major as well as find a niche in the social order.  Over the next semesters I continued to change majors, looking for my talents and ambitions, but my grades continued to suffer as many students do.  Needing to take a leave of absence due to grades, I continued my education back in Madison at Madison Area Technical College where I continued to take my general education requirements.  Where I failed academically in Platteville, I succeeded at MATC with my GPA approaching 4.0 while I was there proving to myself that I have what it takes to succeed in college.  

While taking courses at MATC, a job opportunity arose in an Emergency Room in Madison as a Unit Coordinator, which ended up changing my outlook and aided me in maturing into a more successful person.  While working there my organizational skills were continuously tested and improved, and along with the life experiences, which while not always positive helped me become a more compassionate person.  Taking a leadership role in the community, I volunteered to run the fall league of Madison’s Ultimate Frisbee league MUFA.  While running it, I was responsible for 12 teams, over two hundred people, and a budget of over four thousand dollars.  

Taking in these changes in perspective and personality, I went back to Platteville determined to succeed and graduate, and discovered that my desire in high school to be a teacher was still a strong desire of mine.  Entering the school of education, I was fortunate to have my introduction to education teacher steer me towards middle level students, whose personalities I thoroughly enjoy. Coupled with my past difficulties with classes, my insight on the different ways that students learn has shown in volunteering and professional development in the classroom, and has been expressed by my cooperating teachers and other peers alike.


Most people seem to have the belief that non-traditional students either made a mistake or don’t quite fit into college, but being a non-traditional student has given me the opportunity to prepare myself and experience a broader spectrum of society, which is the primary reason why I will become a successful teacher.  

Prospective Teacher,






     

Christopher J. Olig

