Tutoring of Special Education Students
05-13-04

Description of Artifact:

To diversify my experiences as an educator, I volunteered at Cuba City Middle School to tutor students with special needs.  Working in a special education classroom with students having learning disabilities, I taught the students math, literature, and science in different ways to aid their thought processes from concrete to abstract.  Using my resources from inside and outside of courses I have taken, I taught in ways the students had not been taught before to aid their thought processes in the concepts they were learning.
Wisconsin Teacher/INTASC Standard:
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Understanding that children learn differently (Standard 3) is something that I have known since high school when I had difficulties in my learning, but this was my first experience in giving back to other students with this difficulty.  Students learn differently, this is a fact that not all teachers seem to be as aware of as much as they should, but my awareness of this stems from an understanding that my difficulties in the past have made me that much more aware of how I can help.

Importance of this Artifact to me:                                          
This was my first real experience in helping younger students learn that there are different ways of learning the same concept.  My desire to help students is what makes me a good teacher, and having the drive to see that every student has a chance to succeed is what will make my classroom work.  Equality is an important concept in my classroom, and continuously gaining experience in the best methods to help children with difficulties will be a focus throughout my career.
What I learned from this artifact:

Being a continuous learner, I learned many lessons on how to develop lessons that are better suited for the learning methods of more children.  It may not be possible to help every student learn at the same time, but by going through the different methods throughout a lesson helps more students.  Also, by going through the different levels of thinking, from abstract to concrete, it allows the student to develop their thinking into a more advanced level.

