Tutoring Students with Special Needs

10-18-03

Description of Artifact

Cuba City Middle School has a large number of students with special needs.  I volunteered to help Mr. Holzmer, the middle school special education teacher, in helping to tutor some of these special needs students.  The main subject they had problems with was Math, but I also helped the students with their English and history assignments.

Wisconsin Teacher/INTASC Standard

Aiding these students in their learning skills forced me to develop new ways to introduce the topics to the students in a way that they could understand.  I first had to know the subject that they were studying to answer their questions, and then had to adapt my teaching methods to tailor to how they learned.  I had to communicate well with the students in many different ways.  One way being that their learning disabilities made it difficult for them to concentrate, which required me to instruct them when they were getting off task.  Getting the tutoring experience required me to communicate with the principal of the middle school to know who needed a tutor, and then to communicate with that teacher on what days and times would fit into both our schedules.

Importance of this artifact to me

Being a student with some past learning troubles, I found it compelling to interact with these students that are having difficulties in their courses.  It felt good to be able to pass along my tricks of learning and studying to the students, and to see the difference in their homework assignments and grades.  My connection to the students also developed quickly with the students and they looked forward to seeing me Thursday afternoons.  Their knowledge that I was a student just like them allowed me to fit in much better with them, and I wasn’t considered an adult like the other teachers, but as an adult just like them.

What I learned from producing this artifact

What I’ve picked up from these students has helped me in my interactions with my teachers, with other students, and made me realize how much I can learn from the students I will be teaching and tutoring.  The different games the students played were fun to them, but also had a strong teaching emphasis that the students didn’t realize.  I also got my first taste of being equal to a teacher, and assume the attitude of a teacher which is still light hearted and casual, but requires the teacher to stay on task and focused.

