Teaching Lessons and Self Evaluation
12-16-04

Description of Artifact:

My first total control of a classroom was in a math class of 5th and 6th graders at Blessed Sacrament School in Madison, WI.  In previous times, there has always been a cooperating teacher there to outline how the lesson goes and have cooperative control while I was doing the lesson.  However, I was finally the person responsible for building a lesson on multiplying decimals.  Taking control of the classroom by getting and keeping the students attention, I started my lesson and succeeded.

Wisconsin Teacher/INTASC Standard:

[image: image1.jpg]


Being my first lesson and proven successful after a quiz the following day on the lesson that I had just taught, I had shown first success in knowing how to teach (Standard 4).  By taking a concrete lesson plan and implementing various techniques of questioning for the students, I was able to teach and challenge the students.  Piaget teaches that you have to focus on different levels and multiple times for students to fully grasp the concept being taught, which is what I thought about while making the lesson.  Adaptation in the classroom was also important to the success of the lesson, primarily because you never know what questions the students will ask, but also because no matter how much you prepare, there is always something more that can be added to a lesson.
Importance of this artifact to me:

Until I did this lesson, I still had no answer to the question ‘would I enjoy teaching’.  After doing this lesson, I was addicted to finding new ways to teach, and becoming as involved in other classrooms as I could be.  Having other members of my family being teachers, I seem to have teaching in my blood, and my first lesson been taught, I always seem to look forward to the next one.  What was most important to me after the lesson was how many of them came up to me after class and expressed how much they enjoyed the lesson.  I don’t remember going up to my teachers and telling them that, but I wish I would have now because of the feeling of self worth I received from it.
What I learned from this artifact:

Numerous times I have heard that teachers are continuous learners, and this was my first taste of that.  After the lesson there was still a lot of self evaluation to do, and though I realize that it was not an exceptional lesson, an exceptional teacher excels in the areas they are good at.  I realize there are aspects to my teaching that I actively need to work on, but to also improve on what I’m already good at.  There will always be a different approach that I will want to try to continuously improve my teaching.

