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Description of Artifact:

For service learning experience I volunteered to teach pre-school students at the Headstart program in Madison. Helping teach in a classroom of 18 three to five year olds from a lower class urban environment of diverse cultures and backgrounds was an experience in both classroom management and understanding on how students develop.

Wisconsin Teacher/INTASC Standard:


Learning how to manager a classroom was the primary knowledge that I gained from this experience.  Temper tantrums happened on a regular basis and understanding why the students were doing it and what the responsible understanding way to handle the situation was is something that I learned from the experienced teachers that I was working with.  

Importance of this artifact to me:


Classroom experience and learning how to remain professional as a teacher were things that I was lacking before this experience, and having supportive teachers with the experience to lead by example changed the way I handled myself in the classroom.  My experience with various ethnic backgrounds was broadened by this experience as being caucasian made me the minority in the environment.

What I learned from producing this artifact:


Learning how to deal with rapidly developing students is a difficult ability to gain, but being thrown in to the fire of a classroom filled with emotionally demanding students was a fantastic experience.  Learning how to maintain a professional attitude in a classroom environment also aided me in my development as a teacher.
