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1.  
In the first scenario, William, the teacher, doesn’t listen to the full question that Tim has.  A strategy that teachers should not do is to interrupt students, which includes students with and without disabilities.  Tim seems to have a problem with his organization of expressed information, and as a teacher, you should be plan for adequate time to spend with Tim to aid him in his learning instead of interrupting him.  

The second scenario deals with a student that is impulsive and cannot control himself, which is not a socialization problem because he cannot control his own actions.  Therefore, in overreacting and holding the whole class accountable for the actions of Bradley, you not only alienate him for losing control, but also punish the class for his disability that wouldn’t help Bradley socially.

With Juana, William is depriving her of an equal education.  Just because Juana has difficulties doesn’t mean that she is any slower than anybody else in the class is.  In addition, telling the paraprofessional, who is helping Juana out, that she won’t understand the assignment would make the teacher’s aide feel like they aren’t doing their job well enough.  Juana may not have English as a strength, but that doesn’t mean that she doesn’t have other strengths to demonstrate.

2. First, I wouldn’t have waited so long to answer Tim’s question.  Learned helplessness is one thing to be afraid of, but students with disabilities must be given the resources to help themselves before they can show improvement.  My conversation would of gone as such:

Tim: “I can’t find… (Allow Tim to finish his question)”

Me: “Alright Tim, this is where you find it.  I also want to talk to         you after class about setting you up with a tutor to help you learn some skills so you don’t need to ask as many questions in class.”


I would still plan adequate time in helping students out to help Tim more often, and would document Tim’s behaviors and progress.  Also, I would also document another students behaviors to use as a comparison.

3. Holding Bradley accountable for his actions when you are well aware of his disability will not help him in any areas.  Bradley’s disability may be related to many things, including an emotional disturbance that has happened in the past.  The situation that occurred would have needed to be handled at the time of the occurrence though, and I would have sent Bradley to the office or to see the counselor to see what was bothering him.  The class did not deserve to be punished as a whole, so removing Bradley would hopefully have solved the problem.  Later on, I would work with Bradley and see if we could set up a behavioral contract to attempt to resolve further outbursts in the classroom.

4. Juana is obviously an intelligent student that has many different strengths, but she has a receptive language disability that disables her from understanding all the English that is spoken and written.  Many techniques can be used to help both her and the other students in your classroom.  Bilingual teaching by using flash cards with a picture on them and both the English and Spanish words on them would show Juana that she can still excel and the other students would also notice that from her.  Allowing an aid in class to help translate when she has problems understanding a word, or a pocket translator to allow you to translate certain words or sentences into Spanish when Juana has questions would help.

5. Many strategies and techniques will be integrated into my teaching to allow inclusion in the classroom, but the four that I can see being instantly integrated are: behavior contracts, adequate planning time, an arbitration group of students or peace table, and a set of rules for my classroom.  Behavior contracts are a way to help the students to notice when their own behaviors get out of control and allows them to be rewarded for changing these habits.  Adequate planning time has been an issue in my development as a student, but I have changed my habits to help my grades.  This still must be a focus in my teaching to make sure that I’m able to give the students the best education possible.  The arbitration group or peace table helps the students work out differences without going to a figure of authority and the outcome or punishment would be decided by both parties.  This would save time for me and help the students learn new abilities or arbitration.  Having a set of rules in the classroom is important so that every student can see what is expected of them in the classroom and there can be no argument when they break one.  They would be worked out by the students, printed out, and put on a wall in view of all the students but would keep the classroom an instructional environment conductive to learning.

