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Comparing a National Science Foundation funded textbook with a non-funded seemed like a difficult task.  But, as I began to analyze the texts, their differences became much more apparent as I began to go through the various teachers manuals.  This paper will show how the primary differences between the number and operations lessons is how the teachers can integrate the lesson plans into the classroom and how straight forward the text is about what they’re teaching the students.

Taking a look at the Addison-Wesley textbook first, it is much more appealing to the eye using bright colors and larger text to give it a more friendly appearance.  The objectives of each unit are also clearly stated in an objectives section of the teachers’ manual, and the core curriculum objectives are starred to express the authors’ emphasis of them.  The further materials for the Addison-Wesley textbook includes a practice workbook filled with worksheets for students and the teachers manual includes many options for supplemental assignments and connections to other lessons further in the text.

As I shift over to the Math Trailblazers book, it is much more bland and though it does have many illustrations in the student guide, the teachers implementation guide seems very uninteresting and straightforward.  The further materials that initially seem to come with the textbooks are few, but as I go through their website, I see that there are many other resources including a CD-Rom that includes:

· Letters Home, including Spanish versions

· Daily Practice and Problems (with and without teacher notes) 

· Observational Assessment Record pages 

· Individual Assessment Record Sheets 

· All Blackline Masters and Transparency Masters 

· Teacher Rubrics and Student Rubrics 

· Facts Resource Guide 

These resources would be very useful, especially to a newer teacher that doesn’t have the buildup up materials that more experienced teachers will have.  Though those weren’t included with this version, so I’m unsure if you’re forced to buy these materials separately or if they come bundled together.


How the lesson plans are scaffolded for the topics is important, especially as the students move through different grades.  The Addison-Wesley textbook clearly states the objectives for each unit, which allows the teacher to easily see the connections for each chapter.  Other useful features include a pacing chart that provides the number of days that should be spent on each chapter, a subject integration chart that shows what chapters can be implemented with different types of lesson plans including keeping fit, transportation, sea creatures, and other lessons easily integrated with other subjects.  In regards to the number and operations unit the side notes have things such as re-teaching tips, pre-activities, and small quizzes that can be given.  What the text doesn’t allow for is flexability in lesson plans because the entirety of the book is told to be taught for 180 days.  If a teacher wanted to teach a lesson in a different way, or had something that got in the way of a certain lesson it would be difficult to catch back up in the book.  Or, if an incoming class never used the previous text placement of their skills may be in a different area than this textbook.

