Chris Olig

Human Growth & Development

Classroom Observations

One thing comes to mind when thinking of teachers and that is patience, there has to be an extreme amount of it to keep order in the classroom.  I consider myself a person with a lot of patience, which is one of the reasons I feel I would excel at teaching.  During my observations I discovered that urban classrooms required much more control and patience then I remembered.  I find it hard to believe that I was ever that disrespectful and immature, yet I realize now that I was.  

Egocentrism is the big word of high school and you see examples of it everywhere.  My first example of physical development happened while I was walking through the halls between classes to observe, when a very physically developed African American male decided that I wasn’t respecting his space enough and hit shoulders with me.  I’m not the least intimidating person, stature wise, and he had no problem looking me in the eye being proud what he did as we both kept on walking.  Putting that behind me, the largest physical difference I noticed was in the young females.  Having pop-stars like Britney Spears and Christina Aguilera as influences on fashion stands out in high school fashion.  I found it difficult to think of some of these girls as high school students from the way they seemed to flaunt their bodies, and I had to restrain myself as one stared straight into my eyes and smiled at me in passing.  When I finally arrived at the physics class, half the students had already arrived and were talking amongst themselves in small groups.  In contrast to the students I observed in the hallways, these students seemed to fit my stereotypical view of average high school students.  Average development and a little unsure of themselves.  The average student size continued through lunch when the less developed students seemed to take over the cafeteria while the other students either play basketball or leave the school to go eat.  


Students in class seem to be learning more advanced subjects then I was taught in high school physics.  That might be because I didn’t pay as much attention in class as I should have, but with advanced calculus classes and other AP courses I can see how students can excel in such advanced classes.  I failed to see any teenagers really show their knowledge of different perspectives, but did see a student that seemed to surpass the other students at abstract thinking.  I even thought to myself that he might be smarter then I am.  Beyond that, numerous students during lunch failed to see the perspective of the principal.  The principal always seemed to “not understand” and that it was “all in good fun” when they tried to break the rim off of the basketball hoop or jump on somebody’s back to slam dunk the ball.  All the teenagers seemed to resent their teachers and principal’s commands and requests to behave according to the rules.  Students seemed to respect their friends opinions more, but still disagreed most of the time being stagnant that their opinion was the correct one.


Two individuals stood out from the crowd as polar opposites in emotional development.  The first individual, named Ty, was extremely self confident and gave the perspective of being the alpha male of his friends.  Being better at basketball then his friends seemed to help him talk down to them, knocking their faults of being slower or less accurate in shooting as often as possible.  Ty was the main opponent of the principal’s commands and voiced his disapproval louder then anybody.  His polar opposite was Matt

