Ever since the attacks on the world trade center and the pentagon, 

newspapers and television have been rife with heartwrenching               images of mayhem and unspeakable anguish.  

For families with children, these graphic depictions of the ultimate consequences of hate can no longer be dismissed with petty reassurances such as “it can never happen in the united states”.

Our guests today are willing to share their perspectives, difficulties and knowledge to help us all cope not only with the incidents of September 11th, but whenever a national tragedy occurs

Our first guest is Amy Robinson who is a student at Lincon High School. 

What was the first thing that went through your mind when you heard about the tragedy?

Did you ever believe that this would happen in the United States?

What did your teachers do when they found out about the situation?

How well do you think your teachers handled the situation, and what could they have done better?

Our next guest is Raheen Abdul Shareef, who is a student at Hoboken High School.  

Since the tragedy of nine eleven, have fellow students changed their views or relationships towards you just because of your nationality?

But, where were you born?

What has been the worst thing that has happened to you since the attacks?

What are your future plans after high school, and have these changed since nine eleven?

Can you describe what the atmosphere was like in your classroom during and immediately after the attacks?

Our next guest is Mr. David Anthony who is a veteran of the Vietnam War.  He suffers from Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome from his tours between nineteen seventy and seventy two.

As a veteran, how have the events from September eleventh afflicted you?

What are you doing to cope with these problems and feelings?

You said that you have two teenagers at home, how have you talked to them about September eleventh?

What would you tell other persons who suffer from P.T.S.D. as they go through this?

Our next guest is Chris Rening whose father parished in the south tower.  

Explain how you were affected by September eleventh.  What types of changes have you noticed within yourself and members of your family?

What types of changes occurred surrounding you while attending the university?

What have you and your family done to cope with your loss?

What topics would you feel are appropriate to discuss in the classroom and what topics should be avoided?

Our next guest is Miss Wilson who teaches at Joe Daniels High School.

What have you done to help the students?

How can you incorporate things to remember September eleventh in the classroom?

What are some symptoms to watch for?

How are you helping the students with the most severe problems?

Our final guest is Mr. Sven Von Lagenschlager who works at the department of education.

How are Adolescents responding to the trauma of September eleventh and what can be done by parents and teachers to explain and calm their fears?

What types of Value Shifts are the United States and its population undergoing?

What is Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and has September eleventh increased the amount of adolescents with it?

What help can be offered to those adolescents suffering from its effects?

In times of tragedy children need more support than ever to help them feel more secure and safe.  Don’t feel guilty if you can’t explain why this happened, but be honest with them and respectful of their feelings and opinions, even if they are not your own.  Also, don’t be afraid to relate what happened to other tragedys throughout the world.  How the events are the same or different?  If we feel more strongly about them and why that might be.  The most important thing is to make sure you make yourself available, open, and honest for anybody seeking help.  

