From the outside looking in you can never understand it, from the inside looking out you can never explain it.  This is an outcry from within the Greek community to the Greek community as well as those others with bias opinions of Greeks.  Our campus has seemed to have a one sided perspective of Greeks on our campus, which is starting to tear at the fabric that keeps the campus communicating and healthy.  Recent articles play on the fact that two social fraternities on campus have been put on probation for alcohol violations.  Greeks have been the main targets on this campus for as long as I have been here, and are stereotyped by the university as well as the students.  


If you look on this campus and think it’s an isolated incident, you’re wrong.  Fraternities and Sororities at many campuses have been targeted by their peers as the problems on campus without acknowledging the good things they do for the campus and the community around them.  The philanthropy work that the Greeks on campus do represents them as well as the university, and they do it with little or no appreciation from the university we’re helping to represent.  We’re a large faction on this campus that sacrifices our time to help the community many times without thanks from our peers.


As for alcohol use, do Greek students drink?  Yes.  Do they drink in their houses periodically?  Yes.  Do they have huge parties?  Some would say yes, others would say no.  The reality is that no matter who you are, or where you live, you have choices to make regarding alcohol use.  National studies have shown that Greeks are more likely to graduate from college than non-Greeks.  So, I fail to understand why our university and students hold Greeks responsible for the morals on campus.  If you read the police blotter in the exponent you will see underage tickets happening weekly, it’s considered common and uneventful.  But, as soon as a Greek society gets the same ticket, it becomes front-page news.  One would think that Greeks are the only reason people get drunk on this campus based from the headlines.


I urge other Greeks, students, faculty, and any other peers to take multiple perspectives before passing judgment on Greek societies.  If you look with one eye you get the picture, but if you look with both eyes you get depth. A quote from another Greek chapter at another campus going through the same as we are, it seems all too similar.  

As the walls of political correctness, greed, and undeniable harassment 

are being thrust upon my brethren and I, we fight in hopes of remaining 

active on campus. Regardless of the charter they wave over our heads, 

we still fight. No matter the future, we will still have each other and our 

memories. This is ours which cannot be taken away. We will exhaust

ourselves, probably in vein, to protect the future of all Greeks regardless 

of ours. The only thing that saddens me is the lack of public support we

receive from the others we fight for. For they do not have an 

understanding that when we are gone, someone else will be targeted.

~John Howland Pell Hudson

Phi Kappa Sigma, Texas Christian University USA

Each person needs to be responsible for their own actions, brotherhood or sisterhood does not mean we’re all the same type of person.

