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2.  Freedom of religion in the United States was one of the more prominent reasons our founding fathers decided to establish a constitution, and protecting the rights of the people as a whole were important in making democracy work.  The two main principles that are given in the first amendment are the freedom to exercise religion and the separation of church and state.  The free exercise clause states that no type of religious practice can be prohibited or restricted by our government.  This has been challenged in such cases as Oregon vs. Smith in which case the state of Oregon denied unemployment benefits to two drug counselors who had been fired for using peyote in their religious practice.  So, while freedom to practice and preach your religion is not restricted the limit of that is on breaking laws such as drugs or safety such as the practice of snake handling which has been restricted from practice with poisonous snakes for health concerns.


Despite the fact that you can practice any religion you want doesn’t mean the United States will support your religion.  The Establishment Clause has formed a separation of church and state, which ensures that the federal government does not fund churches and therefore no religion receives preferential treatment.  Despite this clause, cases such as Lemon vs. Kurtzman, that sought funds for religious instruction, have tried to seek aid for religious schools with handicapped students and for separate testing.  Their efforts have lead to such things as school vouchers, these vouchers can be used to “purchase” education at the parent or students school of choice.  These issues continue to be compromised on various levels of the courts and will continue to be changed as people and religion changes, but our constitution allows us to continue to question and alter the laws as we see fit.  This makes our government work due to the people having a right to speak up for their beliefs and values of life.

