
Chris Olig

Eng 123

Section 35

Paper #4

The Quest for Equal Education.

Entering college most people have no clue, not only about what they want to be or who they are, but this begins far earlier than college.  This self knowledge escapes us throughout our lives until we gain enough self knowledge to understand ourselves and the world around us.  But, how do students receive this self knowledge?  What education must do is give people the opportunities to learn more about who they are through experimentation and experiences in and outside of the classroom, because schools provide the widest array of experiences for students to participate in and show windows into the world that students need to succeed in a rapidly changing modern world.

Technology is changing our perspectives and means of communication at a rapid rate.  With the steady implementation of computers into every aspect of our lives, more aspects of society are saturating the classrooms and workplaces.  Classrooms play an integral role in introducing students to technology, because despite social and financial class, every student has an equal opportunity to work with computers and other forms of technology.  And, learning how to use computers and other new technology is important in succeeding in the modern workforce.

A frequently asked question regarding technology is if all students are receiving equal access to technology in the classroom.  Jonathan Kozol (1991) while observing in New York elementary schools noticed that a school for lower class residents had 26 computers for its 1,300 students, while a school for higher class residents had a computer in every room and a parent organization to raise money for more books and materials for the school.  People believe this difference between the learning environments arguably leads to a poorer education for the underprivileged students.

Though it is difficult to observe classrooms that are overburdened and under-equipped without questioning the fairness of allowing those higher class schools to reserve those resources for themselves, one must realize that with new resources they will always be stretched in difficult ways at first.  This is not to say that lower class neighborhoods should not receive this technology, but development of programs to distribute this technology more evenly are being formed currently.  When cars began to become more of a necessity there were still people that had little or no access to them, but as the technology developed it became easier to afford one.  Newly developed technology will always be sought after until the resources are vast enough to be evenly distributed, and places like school and public libraries are more rapidly keeping up with the demand for more computers and other technology.

Gaining the experiences that form the person we become is important from a young age, and school is the first place that people gain memories that can influence their development.  Being on field trips with your peers in school is important in the development of any student, primarily because of the insight that is gained from the interactions of the students with their environment.  What schools provide is experiences that a majority of students can receive and connect to that will aid in their development.  Be  this a trip to the Zoo, Museum, or Farm some of the children may know many of the facts and knowledge regarding the site, but they are often seen as the best people to have on that trip due to their knowledge on the subject matter, and may receive an ego boost from the trip.

 
It can be argued that these experiences can be available despite of school, that what is learned from these field trips can be received from other sources, and, most importantly, that the primary function of a school is to lecture the students and prepare them for further education in high school and college.  Preparation for further education is important to the development of a student to succeed as they progress, and distractions can hinder the preparation for more developed thought processes.  And, these thought processes are important to the success of our students as they enter the workforce of society.

Development of higher levels of thinking is important to any students’ success in and out of the classroom, but these thought processes are developed through experiencing different perspectives and debating with other people and themselves on what matters in an argument.  Educators look for ways to bring the world around them into their classrooms, but often times this becomes difficult so they must bring their students into the world around them.  

There are people out there that claim parents should reserve the right to choose and hold back what experiences their children have throughout their education.  Being that America was formed from freedom of choice, it’s expected that certain people would proclaim their freedoms more adamantly than others, and not everybody can see every educational experience from a trip to the farm.  Especially if they have had a bad experience with it, or have the impression that there is nothing to learn from that trip.

What the reality is though, is that everybody has to test for themselves what will and will not contribute to who they really are.  In fact, “those who take the easy way, follow the familiar path, or fail to test themselves will miss the opportunity to become more than they were before they matriculated” (Shatzman, 1997, p. 144).  Though, “the parents mean well” (Zinsser, 1979, p.130), often times the opportunities that mean the most to us were either forced upon us or we came into them with low expectations and the resultant was an experience that we would never give up.

Often times the short term gain or easy solution is taken to simplify everything into an answer that can be accepted, but this is only until the flaws and their results are seen or experienced.  Education is not always a pleasant experience, as Shatzman (1997) often states, but sheltering students from experiences that could hold them from forming them into stronger, self confident, or any other adjective used to express a successful person.  Students need the experiences that the schools offer because it gives the students a starting point to venture out and quest for those experiences that open people’s eyes and allow them to enjoy their surroundings.
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