Chris Olig

English 123
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Weapons in and out of the classroom.


Nuns rapping children’s knuckles with rulers is a classic portrayal of the punishment of a disobedient student, but the times have changed and the courts have been involved in numerous cases regarding the punishment of students.  The result of these cases has evolved the classroom into a much different place than even the previous decade, but brings up the question how can teachers effectively punish their students?  What should be looked at are the long term effects that the punishment can have on the student, and provide them with support for their attempts rather than punishment for their faults, because to severe punishment of students has a better chance of deterring them from continuing their education than it does to adjust their attitude.

Grading remains the staple of punishment used by teachers to deter students’ behavior in the schools.  As Thomas R. Guskey states, grading remains the most severely looked at reference for the parents’ judgment on the progress of their child, a tool for students self evaluation, and provide the teachers with proof of a students lack of effort (2004).  Guskey offers logical solutions to severe punishment for students siding both with the students and the teachers regarding grading, and in doing so taking a logical perspective of solutions from both sides.  Stating that “a zero is seldom an accurate reflection of what a student has learned or is able to do (2004)”, Guskey’s pathos shows compassion towards the student but also logos towards the objective of the grades, to show the academic performance of the student.  Logical solutions are also brought up by Guskey, who states that grading that uses incompletes, lower grading scales (ie. A = 4, B = 3, etc.), and separate grading of behavior and academic achievement (2004) allows more control in the classroom while still separating academics from behavior.  Being a University of Kentucky Professor of Education brings support to Guskey’s logical claims and brings prowess to the solutions given.

Punishment for students is often turned into a public spectacle orchestrated by the teacher to ‘teach’ the student a lesson, but David L. Martinson claims that “the only lesson [that may be taught is] that getting caught telling a lie could be very embarrassing (2001)”.  Teaching morals is as important as other academic lessons, but how they are taught should not be though humility, instead one can teach “others to be truthful by tempering any demands for justice with charity and especially kindness (Martinson 2001, 151)”.  Being a professor of Journalism takes away from the logos of Martinson’s persuasion, but the pathos of the article is very persuasive in the stories he tells about how teachers had a much larger effect on their students by not humiliating them in front of their peers.

Controversy surrounds corporal punishment in the classroom, but in previous cases it has been upheld that teachers have been able to physically punish their students.  In many schools, “parents in states where corporal punishment is legal can protect their children from beatings only by removing them from schools that employ [this punishment] (Hinchey 2003, p.97).”  However strong the legality is for corporal punishment, whose proponents argue that “few incidents are excessive (Hinchey 2003, p. 97),” the reality that no severe incidents of punishment should be allowed in the classroom seems to be put as a side note.  Hinchey states the court cases which allow such punishments as “stuffing and/or taping children’s mouths (2003)” using the logic of the Supreme Court judges to elicit support for teachers that practice these methods, but also derives pathos by putting teachers in the primary search stating they must “become thoroughly educated on the issue and then assume the role of change agents (2003).”

Continuing the quest for an educational system that is fair and equal to all students is an arduous task which is making headway.  Through communication between courts, districts, principals, teachers, and parents leaps and bounds are being taken on behalf of future generations to ensure their fair and ethical education.  These tasks require work from all groups to instill ethics to establish an educational system that will become a model for the rest of society.
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