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My educational philosophy began to form in high school, when I first realized that I would enjoy teaching physics at that level.  Having had difficulties in school myself I realize that different people learn in different ways.  Also, having taken some time off in the middle of my college career to weigh the importance of an education, I have a solid understanding of the importance of education.  My troubles with school and desire to succeed despite my learning difficulties makes my educational philosophy focus more on the importance of an education, and a desire to instill this perspective onto other students, teachers, parents, and anybody else that questions the importance of education and knowledge.

- 
Different students learn at different paces.  Throughout my educational experience I haven’t always been able to keep pace with the rest of the class.  This has required much more outside time studying, which I haven’t always done.  I will insure that my role of being the teacher is to make sure that a pace of learning is found that can integrate the learning speeds of every student in the class.

· It is the teachers’ responsibility to notice when a student is falling behind and communicate that with the parents, but the parents’ responsibility to take action when the teacher informs them.  The learning environment must be setup outside the classroom as well as in it.  Parents need to be informed of the progress of their children, and should make sure that their child succeeds in the classroom.  The parents’ weight of the importance of education has a direct effect on how much effort the child puts into their grades, but I will insure that the parents will be informed of their students progress.

· The student must understand the importance of the subject they are learning.  My own learning experiences showed me that understanding of the impact that subject has on me made connect with that subject, and I more realized the importance of learning that subject.  I will bring the students to realize the significance of the subject matter that they are studying, and bring real world examples to the students to help them visualize its effect on them.

· The community depends on the teacher to expand the knowledge base of our children.  Knowing some high school and college dropouts gives me an extrinsic view of the importance of an education.  I enjoy reading for fun and sometimes get some grief from my friends that I’m odd for enjoying that.  I am very satisfied to have a deep discussion with a professor, friend, or family member in which I’m knowledgeable about the subject, and want every student to be able to have a conversation like about a subject that they have already taken a class in.

· Giving the student a clear understanding of the demands of a class is demanded in the classroom.  Past experiences with teachers has helped me notice why I have problems with certain teachers and professors.  The teachers that have a clear lesson plan and communicate that with their students before the students come to class have a much easier time getting what they demand from the students.  I plan on being a very organized teacher and to have a set lesson plan that, though alterable, will give the student a clear understanding of the demands of the class.

· Both teacher and student, in the classroom, deserve mutual respect.  Knowing that difficulties will arise, it is the teachers responsibility to treat the student fairly and equally to the other students.  I had an incident happen to me in grade school that I cannot forget, where the teacher blatantly treated me differently and would not believe anything I said.  With this experience haunting me still, I have a strong admiration for mutual respect.  I will treat every student fairly and equally, and will come to a mutual understanding when problems arise.

Coming from a family of teachers, I have a wide knowledge of the difficulties, duties, and demands of being a teacher.  But, it has been the influence of my own teachers and professors that have molded my philosophy.  The learning process is continuous throughout life; I realize this and know that I will count on the knowledge and experience of other teachers to notice my faults and successes.  I have a strong thirst for knowledge, and will enjoy passing that on to the next generation. 

