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My final observation was of two classrooms in Galena Middle School and of the team meeting between a group of teachers.  This was by far the best observation that I have had so far.  And, I learned about how teachers should get along and communicate with each other about their students, the parents, and the other teachers.  My first observation was of Mrs. Popp’s math class, who was a speaker that I observed at pre-professional days.  After doing the pledge of allegiance (which I thought was banned in public schools, so was surprised to see) they went over questions from the past homework assignment.  Mrs. Popp asked open-ended questions but the students knew to raise their hand to answer the question.  At one point a student wasn’t paying attention and asked a question that had already been asked, that student was told to pay attention better next time and they moved on.  This might make the student pay attention a little better next time.  But, I would probably have the student that asked the question before answer the question, that way the student that missed the question gets it answered and you can make sure the other student understands how to do it now.  The students also announced their grade out loud to the teacher, this allows the students to lie about their scores and also be ashamed of their scores if they’re low or too high.  I realize that it saves a lot of time for the teacher, but sometimes it might just be better to do it yourself and save some troubles.  


The second teacher I observed was Mr. Korte, who was an extremely open teacher at first impression.  He first has me introduce myself to the classroom, the first teacher that has had me do that but I did enjoy it.  The classroom that he runs is a very open environment in which the students can freely voice their opinions, but are still demanded to show a certain amount of respect.  Mr. Korte then goes about giving a summary of the book they are reading so far, the class doesn’t pay much attention to him because they have already heard this and don’t feel they have a reason to pay attention.  It comes to a shock to them as Mr. Korte uses his loud voice and instructs the class that he is trying to help them because they are having a quiz today and he is giving them all the answers. This promptly shuts the class up as he continues the summary.  He gives many quizzes in his classroom to give the students the best chance at a good grade, giving a little bit of extra credit on each quiz.  Similar to Mrs. Popp, he has his students announce their grades in front of the rest of the class to save time.  I’m still unsure if this is a safe practice or not though.  The class then continues reading the book and students volunteer to read aloud to the class.  Throughout the reading Mr. Korte bursts in and says something important about the plot or where to focus, this not only informs the students what points are important, but also keeps their minds from wandering.


The team meeting was extremely interesting due to the fact that in our observations in Hazel Green we never get to see any of the teachers communicate with each other.  The team consisted of three teachers that all have the same groups of students that rotate every twelve weeks, that way each teacher knows the students the other teacher has.  First, they discussed problems that certain students were having, and for the first time I got to see how much the teachers care about their students.  Second, they talked about the class field trip and a possible overload of students for the busses.  This was combined with the students that had problems, because they talked about dropping the students that had demerits from going on the trips.  In the end, the problems were partially resolved and tabled until more information could be gotten on who is definitely going on the trip.  


Galena Middle School was exactly the type of environment that I would prefer to work in.  The amount of communication that goes on between the teachers is ideal for helping out the teachers as well as the students.  Computers were also extremely integrated into the classroom for the teachers, being used for everything from attendance to inter-school e-mail.  My best observation was not of how to manage my classroom though; it was of how I would deal with my “trouble” kids.  I’m looking forward to student teaching now and hope to observe more classrooms between now and then, because I realize that experience is the best teacher.  
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